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Cheatees, 


OLYMPIC. 


The drama of the “ Porter’s Knot” has 
proved so highly successful, owing to its 
purely domestic incidents, and the  capitally 
drawn character of Sampson Burr—by far 
the, best that Mr. Robson has for a long 
while filled—that it seems to be wholly super- 
fluous to produce any other piece for the pre- 
sent, so that this drama and the burlesque of 
“ Mazeppa” fills the house nightly with a 
fashionable and an intellectual audience. We 
have given our opinion before of the two 
above pieces, nevertheless we think them 
worthy of another notice. Mr. Byron has 
already gained considerable reputation as a 
writer of these comical absurdities ; no author, 
not excepting Talfourd, possesses such fer- 

tility in puns ; they are crowded, line after 
’ line, pushing and jostling each other in the 
most whimsical rhymes. Lexicographers 
are cruelly sacrificed for a joke’s sake, and 
the most grievous assaults upon the English 
language are perpetrated to raise a laugh. 
Mr. Robson has a part which enables him to 
exhibit all his wonderful gifts of mimicry. 
He has opportunities of imitating the various 
schools of street minstrelsy ; ‘and he has a 
wonderful mad scene. In the course of a 





fit of delirium which succeeds on his release 
from the “ wild horse,” he fancies himself in 
the ring at Astley’s, riding a cream-coloured 
steed, with pink eyes and nostrils, at a gallop 
of at least two miles an hour ; sees in ima- 
gination the Clown in an attitude as if about 
to propound an idiotic riddle ; and feels him- 
self constrained to go through all the evolu- 
tions common to equestrian performers. Never 
has Mr. Robson been more successful in a 
piece of imitative drollery. Parodies on two 
popular nigger airs, capitally sung by Mr. 
Robson, are vehemently encored. The de- 
voted Olinska was admirably played by Miss 
Wyndham ; and Miss Hughes, in the cha- 
racter of Count Premislas, assumed all the 
nonchalance of a swell completely used up, 
and sung a parody on “Come into the 
garden, Maud” so well as to obtain an unani- 
mous encore. Mrs. Emden, asa smart lady’s 
maid ; and Miss Bromley, as the Spirit of 
Extravaganza, contributed materially to the 
success of the piece. 


ASTLEY’S. 

A new drama, entitled the ‘ Hundred 
Cuirassiers,” has been produced at this 
theatre ; it is founded upon a tale of chivalry, 
of the time of Louis XIII. The drama is of 
the very best construction, and c&rries with it 
an unusual amount of interest. The under- 
plot, which contains some excellent comic 
acting, is also of a peculiarly lively nature. 
Mr. James Holloway and Mr. R. Philips 
throw a great deal of energy and good actin 
into the principal characters. ‘The scenery is 
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also exceedingly beautiful, the gardens of the | 


Tuileries especially so. The dresses are 
splendid and costly, and the equestrian per- 
formances marvellous. The scenes in the 
circle are, as usual, highly atttractive. 


ECLECTIC HALL. 

An amateur club calling themselves the 
Albions gave a night’s performance here on 
Tuesday last. “The Merchant of Venice” 
was the first on the bill. Mr. G. F. Lester 
sustained the character of Bassanio with a 
good deal of ability. He read the text in the 
casket scene with judgment and propriety, 
and bids fair to become a respectable member 
of the club. We think we have seen Mr. 
Kinsman before in the part of Shylock ; if 
so, we are of opinion he has not made much 
advance in the Thespian art. He was too 
tame and prosy, and lacked that action and 
fire that Shylock is supposed to be ani- 
mated with, However, he had a good con- 
ception of the author’s meaning, and was 
perfect in the dialogue. We were very sorry 
to see him so badly supported, for it was not 
giving him a fair chance, when he had to 
prompt all those he came in contact with. 
Mr. 5 . T. Walters is deserving of our warm 
congratulation. He acted with point and 
spirit, and his taunting of the Jew in the 
trial scene was meritoriously rendered. His 
Gratiano has proved he is well calculated for 
such parts. Mr. Robinson is well suited for a 
rough character—a gypsy king or a robber— 
his voice being hollow, and not at all musical. 
He should try the Ghost in “ Hamlet.” 
Here he would be seen to advantage, An- 
tonio is not a part suited to his abilities. We 
must decline to notice the other characters, 
they being so slovenly done. Miss Edmonds 
was the Portia; she dressed the character 
superbly, and looked ladylike and cheerful, 
but she cannot muster up confidence suffi- 
cient to let her voice have full play. In the 
trial scene she warmed up in the character, 
and delivered the well known lines upon 
Mercy with good emphasis, but in rather 
too hurried a manner. Genteel comedy is 
decidedly this lady’s forte. Miss Merton 
went through the part of Jessica creditably, 


The burlesqye of the “ Lady of Lyons” was | 


to follow, but a note from the Secretary of 
the Authors’ Dramatic Society, demanding 
ten shillings before it was acted, the Club 
very wisely declined to play it, and the 
drama of “Peerless Pool” wound up the 
evening’s entertainment. 





| 


OAKLEY ROOMS, CHELSEA. 
The thirst for amateur performances is in- 
| creasing daily. We have them in all direc- 
tions of the metropolis. This we really are 


glad to see, for we are certain, if properly and 
respectably managed, the younger branches 
of society cannot amuse themselves and their 
friends in a more harmless way. Theatrical 
performances have a tendency to improve the 
mind in a number of ways. It makes those 
who take a part in them acquainted with the 
writings of both the ancient and modern 
authors; it gives them an idea of other 
countries, their manners and customs, their 
moral, religious, and political views, and shows 
the man in every situation in life—his follies, 
his feelings, his habits, whether for industry 
or idleness ;_gives them confidence to speak ‘in 
public assemblies, improves their elocution, and 
enables them to correspond upon almost every 
subject with his fellow-men. These are a few 
of the advantages to be derived from theatrical 
performances ; and we are happy to be en- 
abled now to speak of a highly respectable 
club held at the above rooms. On Tuesday 
evening a new and original comedy in three 
acts was performed by the members of the 
Pimlico Dramatic Club, and written by one 
of the members, Mr. Fred. Arthur, entitled 
“The Game of Chance.” We are sorry we 
cannot give the plot in this notice ; but as the 
play is well written, and the plot cleverly con- 
structed, we hope the club will play it again, 
and we shall be very happy to see it. The 
characters were all cast suitably for those 
who took part in the comedy, particularl 
those by Messrs. Arthur, Gosling, Barn 
Watson, Prior, Mackay, &c. Miss Rochester 
and Miss Allen contributed very much to the 
success of the comedy, which should become 
a stock piece of the club, and which at the 
next performance should be played last, in 
| order that those who reside at a distance and 
| arrive late should witness the whole. A 
sketch, entitled “ The Fast Train,” was capi- 
| tally acted by Messrs. Arthur and Gosling, 
who kept up the steam to the full extent, and 
on arriving at the station gave evident satis- 
| faction to the audience. The little bit done 
by Mr. Mackay was also well acted. The 





| farce of ‘John Dobbs” followed, but being 
late, we did not sit it out. The audience con- 
sisted of persons of both sexes, whosé appear- 
ance identified at once their respectability. 
There is very promising talent amongst the 
| members of the Pimlico Dramatic Class. 
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BURFORD’S PANORAMA. ‘ 
This is one of the standard amusements of 
the public. Those pictures which Mr. Bur- 
ford has now on view are distinguished for all 
that beauty and picturesqueness for which he 
has become so justly celebrated. ‘The latest 
addition which has been made is the City of 
Canton as it appeared after the bombardment 
and assault of December 28, 1857. The 
ainting is most accurately executed by Mr. 
Robert Burford and Mr, Henry C. Selons, 
and is one of the most elaborate of its kind for 
artistic talent and for fidelity that has ever 
been exhibited in that far-famed corner of 
Leicester-square. 





MR. C. KEAN AND “B. W. W.” 
To the Editor of Tuk Tuzatricat JouRNAL, 


Sir,—Supposing your journal is open to 
others besides “B. W. W.,” who seems to 
have some “mania” about Charles Kean, 
which facts cannot prove, but which, if un- 
contradicted, would tend to lower the profes- 
sion of acting. I have troubled you as a 
subscriber from the beginning of this work 
with a few things which really are facts, and 


which I have the means of proving from my 
large collection of dramatic works and 
criticisms, collected during many years. I 
will pass over as it deserves the remark that 
Mr. Charles Kean is equal to a Betterton, a 


Garrick, or a Kemble. “B. W. W.” may 
think so; nobody else does. However, 
nothing like proofs about the standing of an 
actor, “B. W. W.” quotes the Times. I 
will quote the Times and other papers re- 
specting Mr. Charles Kean. “B. W. W.,” 
of course, must abide by this test, as he him- 
self uses it to confirm his own opinion. 

There was such an actor as William 
Macready, a really superb actor, who held 
his ground with J, Kemble, E. Kean, and 
C. Young ; who was the first tragedian who 
placed Shakspeare on the stage with appro- 
priate costumes and scenery, and who did not 
make Shakspeare a peg—as Douglas Jerrold 
called it—to hang fine clothes upon ; he did 
not add new scenes, insert dances, &c., to 
draw audiences, He had too much respect 
for his author, who, in his works, had left all 
that was required in directions about scenery, 
stage directions, &c. Shakspeare knew they 
could not be carried out in his time, but he 
foresaw the time when they would. Mr. 
Macready has only left the stage about eight 


| years ; no one had any doubt that he was 
,the leading tragedian of his day. Mr. C. 
| Kean certainly did not approach him. 
| *B. W. W.” mentions Mr. James Anderson, 
whom he styles an eminent tragedian, Here 
is Mr. Anderson’s opinion, extracted from his 
farewell speech at the Standard, 1858. 
Alluding to Mr. Macready’s management of 
Covent Garden, he says—‘ The theatre was 
at that time under the able direction of Mr. 
Macready, the ‘ greatest actor of his day,’” 
This from one who thoroughly knew his art 
ought to be conclusive to “B. W. W.” 
However, I will go on. From the Times, 
1851, I quote this—“ Mr. Macready became 
the great actor of his day. When we again 
have a race of actors worthy of our Shaks- 
peare, they will be similarly honoured ; and 
on his return from America and appearance 
at the Princess’s Theatre in 1845, appeared 
the memorable criticism which stated that 
the tremendous reception accorded to the 
actor was nothing more than his due, for he 
was beyond dispute the only great living 
tragedian.” I have plenty more criticisms to 
the same effect from every other newspaper, 
which I can forward if necessary to answer 
“B.W.W.” = The fact is Mr. Charles Kean 
is a good but not a great actor.—R, S. 





Nationa AssEMBLY Rooms, Ho.isorn.— Mr. 
Packer’s grand annual benefit bal masque is fixed 
for Thursday next, on which occasion extra- 
ordinary strength will be put forth in all depart- 
ments of this celebrated establishment. 

Ace or AnimaLs.—A bear rarely exceeds 20 
years ; a dog lives 20 years; a wolf 20 years; a 
fox 14 to 16; lions are long-lived—Pompey lived 
to the age of 70. The average of cats is 15 years ; 
a squirrel and hare 7 or 8 years; rabbits 7. 
Elephants have been known to live to the great 
age of 400 years. When Alexander the Great had 
conquered one Porus, King of India, he took a 
great elephant which had fought very valiantly for 
the king, named him Ajax, and dedicated him to 
the sun, and let him go with this inscription : 
“ Alexander, the son of Jupiter, hath dedicated 
Ajax to the sun.” This elephant was found with 
this inscription 350 years after. Pigs have been 
known to live to the age of 30 years ; the rhinoceros 
to 20. A horse has been known to live to the age 
of 62, but averages 25 to 30. Camels sometimes 
live to the age of 100. Stags are long-lived. 
Sheep seldom exceed the age of 10. Cows live 
about 15 years. Cuvier considers it probable that 
whales sometimes live to the age of 1000 years. 
The dolphin and porpoise attain the age of 30, 
An eagle died at Vienna at the age of 104. Ravens 
frequently reach the age of 100. Swans have 
been known to live 360 years. Mr. Mallerton has 
the skeleton of a swan that attained the age of 200 
years. Pelicans are long-lived. A tortoise has 





been known to live to the age of 107. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


B. S.—Mozart-was only thirty-six when he died. 

J. Witiiams.— The advertisement will be 1s. 6d. each 
insertion. 

Barton should have sent a ticket for the concert, and 
we would have gone and given a notice of it. 

A Member or a Dramatic Society.— The letter 
is an advertisement, and will be 2s. 6d. for insertion’ 

X.Y.Z.—We make it a rule not to go to an amateur 
performance more than two miles without having 
our 'bus fare sent. 

J. S.—The spectacle called “Timour the Tartar” 
was first brought out at Covent Garden by Mr. 
Farley, who died a short time ago. 

Constant Reaper.— Will you settle a bet by saying 
in what year Miss Clara Webster was burnt ?—In 
December, 1844. 

Our correspondent “B. W. W.” has written to us to 
express his regret in having, in a recent number of 

- this journal, erroneously attributed the authorship 
of the “ Sketch” entitled “ Likenesses Taken” (as 
represented at the Adelaide Gallery, by the Ohio 
Minstrels), to Mr Alexander Watt, and of which 
“ Sketch’’ our correspondent spoke in rather dis- 
paraging terms. He states that having mislaid the 
programme of the entertainment, he was forced to 
trust to memory, and mistook Mr. Watt as the 
author of the “Sketch,” whereas he was the author 
of one of the best songs in the entertainment. Our 
correspondent, therefore, begs to apologise to Mr. 
Watt for having committed so awkward a blunder. 


SS 
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THE PHILOSOPHY OF HAMLET, 
By B. W. W. 


We had began to think that the popular 
voice had successfully accomplished the 
quietus of Bigotry, Prejudice, and Intolerance! 
What folly ; the montrosity is still patent and 
“alive! alive!” It has really been a 
source of marvel to us for some time why the 
obstinate animal possessing such a triumvirate 
of bad qualities has not, ere this, been made 
a subject for exhibition and profit by some 
professional showman. Here novelty ! 
novelty ! my kind patrons! Walk up! walk 
up! and you shall see that astonishingly rabid 
animal in all his native hue, the profound 
emblem of cant and hypocrisy, whose dis- 


tinguishing features are the quality of his 
cloth and his white choker, and whose only 
ambition is the crook and the mitre! I can 
assure you he is one of the most maggotty 
representatives of our present society! Walk 
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up! walk up! my kind patrons, and witness 
this most remarkable animal who has been 
hunting the great drama of the immortal 
Shakspeare ever since the warriors of Queen 
Anne fought and conquered at Oudenarde, 
Ramilies, and Malplaquet! Walk up ! walk 
up! my kind patrons ! and see this professed 
emblem and rag of piety ! 

We all know that it has ever been a 
necessary part and parcel of some theologists 
that they should buckle on their armour in 
the pulpit or the lucubratory arm-chair of 
their study to make an onslaught upon the 
amusements of the people and those “ wicked 
sinners” who pay for their seats in the church 
partly to hear themselves scandalised. Mel- 
pomene, Thalia, Terpsichore, and all their 
followers have ever occupied a prominent 
position in these reckless crusades in cloth 
and spectacles! We have been favoured 
witb the jargon of the Bests, the Closes, and 
the Spurgeons! Nay. we have not only 
been favoured (or rather bored) with them, 
but we have also often disproved them at 
times in a very summary manner! But “out 
and alas!” it has been proclaimed within the 
picturesque limits of Carshalton, in Surrey, 
that the philosophical Dane of Shakspeare ‘is 
villainously immoral and indecent, and he has 
consequently been laid bare with the scalpel 
of—stalk of divinity, who, with an over- 
weening regard for the morals of his flock, 
has yet a strong sympathy for the “siller” 
which they slide into his breeches’ pocket. 

“ Why, let the strucken deer go weep, 

The hart ungalled play ; 

For some must watch while some must sleep : 

Thus runs the world away.” - 
To be brief; it was recently arranged that 
the parishioners of Carshalton should enjoy 
the flavour of a dramatic reading, and the 
dish selected was no less a one than Shak- 
speare’s “Hamlet,” and which was to have 
been served up in the school-room. Now, 
we know that the charge of indecency (ac- 
cording to modern ethics) may not very un- 
reasonably be applied to certain portions of 
some of the Bard’s plays, but it never struck 
us for one moment that ‘‘ Hamlet”. would 
ever have been included in the rude category. 
But to proceed: “ Hamlet” was to have 
been read, and all of a sudden Mr. Ripley 
steps in to interdict the harmless pastime of 
those the care of whose moral principles and 
tendencies, he considered, are most devoutly 
vested in the corpus magnum of himself, as 
their guardian. ‘To the uttermost cavity of 
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his pure heart, and in the very excess of soli- 
citude, he soliloquises to himself, —“ No cause 
for compunction of a misdeed must be given 
to my yet chaste younglings !” Then in the 
full majesty of his divinity, and to the full top 
of his theological supremacy (mind, gentle 
reader, as you ponder over these letters of 
brimstone and sulphur, these characters of 
fire, not ambition ; for this is an extraneous 
quality, altogether isolated from the bosom of 
him who professes divinity not only for him- 
self but for others), to the full top of his 
theological supremacy, we say, he interdicts 
the reading of the tragedy ; for, says he, “ It 
is an immoral and indecent play, and would 
shock the feelings of some of my femate 
friends.” At the promulgation of such a 
sentence one might be led almost to imagine 
that the veritable Dane himself was to have 
made his appearance sans culottes before 
these same delicate young ladies ! 

Will Mr. Ripley oblige us by saying whe- 
ther there is anything in “ Hamlet” more 
indecent in human nature than is to be found 
in the Bible or Testament ? We do not say 
this in sacrilege nor blasphemy ! Heaven 
forbid! But we do say it by right of a legi- 
timate comparison ; aud, moreover, a most op- 
portune and fit one. The main indecency of 
which Mr. Ripley complains we imagine to 
be the wrong which Claudius had committed 
with Gertrude against Hamlet’s father, “the 
buried majesty of Denmark”—viz., incest and 
adultery ! Are these sins not spoken of in 
the Book of Holy Writ; nay, is it not in- 
stilled into the fledging minds of young child- 
ren in their Catechism? And, pray, what 
then should there be in “ Hamlet” to shock 
the modesty or unstring the nerves of some 
of Mr, Ripley’s female friends ? It is simply 
a piece of mock modesty and hypocrisy to 
say so ; and it is difficult to divine what would 
become of our general literature—not only 
dramatic—if its reputation and its dissemina- 
tion were left to men of Mr. Ripley’s genius ! 
We maintain that if any evil existed in the 
matter under discussion at all (and really to 
suppose such would simply be but ridiculous) 
the evil was not deteriorated or obliterated in 
the arbitrary interference of Mr. Ripley, 
which was a kind of Hegiras out of the 
bounds of common sense. According to our 
idea, if a would-be thief thrusts his hands 
into your breeches’ pocket, with the intention 
of picking it, and you arrest his hand mid- 
way of its journey, he is to all intents and 
purposes still a thief! And he is so recog- 


| 
| 





nised in the eye of the law! If we put the 
same construction upon the parishioners of 
Carshalton, who so innocently intended to 
regale themselves for an hour with “ Hamlet,” 
the sin is as much in the intention as in the 
act; and Mr. Ripley, by forcibly preventing 
them from attending the dramatic reading, has 
not rendered them one jot the purer by that 
self-sufficient act ! 


(To be continued in our next.) 





THEATRICAL AMATEURS. 
To the Editor of Tuk Tueatricat Journat. 


Si1r,—I feel very sorry that I should have 
been the means of writing to you, asking you 
from kindness to me, to come to last night's 


performance. I cannot sufficiently acknow- 


ledge yours and the ladies’ kindness who so 
nobly assisted me through a trying difficulty ; 
but four gentlemen who had given their word 
to play—viz., the Launcelot, the Balthazar, 
&c., in the “Merchant of Venice,” and two 
characters in the last piece, at the last 
moment walked into the theatre, saying 
they had not the money, although they 
promised to pay on the night, and actually 
refused to play in the first piece without the 
part was given. For the benefit of future 
amateurs, they will not trust to one another ; 
but, like Shylock, have their boad. Now, 
sir, I have one more favour to ask you. You 
may be pleased to make what remark you 
please upon the extempore speech I made in 
front of the curtain. I will, if you please, 
write my speech for your journal ; because, 
as I said—and I think you agree with me— 
that people who take a private theatre, giving 
away their tickets, and receiving no benefit, 
only the benefit of paying, are to be dropped 
on by the Dramatic Authors’ Society, why 
there will be an end to all amateur societies. 
I should like to ask that society, of whom, I 
must say, I feel proud that we have them, 
where are they to find ladies and gentlemen to 
interpolate their writings if not from amateurs? 
The old Gough-street Theatre produced many 
who are not at the present time ashamed to own 
their origin. The Cabinet Theatre the same. 
Miss Amy Sedgwick to wit. If this society 
is allowed to demand 10s. or 20s. for their 
pieces, why the expences of a night’s private 
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amusement would amount to £8 to £10 per 
night, and it would not be safe to give a 
reading in a concert-room. ‘Trusting, sir, 
that you will accept my thanks for your kind- 
ness, and also express in your valuable journal 
my thanks to the ladies whom I had the 
honour to have associated with me, and also 
be pleased to accept the same yourself, I 
shall feel greatly obliged.—I am, &c., 


W. T. Kinsman. 
3, Feathers-court, Drury-lane. 








LITERARY NOTICE. 


Thirty-five Years of a Dramatic Author's 
Life. By Edward Fitzball, Esq.—This is 
an exceedingly well-timed book, and is 
written in such a frank and good-humoured 
manner that we cannot help going with the 
author to the end of his entertaining volume. 
It is a well-known fact that this distinguished 
dramatic author has produced more dramatic 
pieces than any living writer. Ever since 
about the year 1822 Mr. Fitzball has been 
associated with most of the London mana- 
gers, as well as the most popular actors and 
actresses. He also revels in such a genial 
spirit that he finds fault with no one, and has 
a good word to say for all. ‘The book con- 
tains a great number of most interesting anec- 
dotes, and will afford amusement to any class 
of readers. ‘The work is published by Mr. 
T. C. Newby. 


Cheatrical Gossip. 


Mapame Ceveste is performing at the Amphi- 
theatre, Liverpool. 

Tus celebrated vocalist, Madlle. Jenny Meyer, 
will shortly arrive in London on a professional 
visit. 

Mr. Vanpenuorr will shortly read Sophocles’ 
tragedy of “ Antigone” at the Collegiate Institute, 
Liverpool. 

HayMarket.—The Easter burlesque at this 
theatre will be from the pen of Mr. Frank 
Talfourd ; it is entitled “ Electra.” 


We learn that Miss Harriet Gordon has made a 
great hit at the Southampton Theatre in the drama 
of “Harold Hawk,” which was originally pro- 
duced at the Surrey Theatre. 


A Hint to Praycorrs.—A tall man stood up 
in the middle of the pit at Covent Garden Theatre, 
to the great annoyance of all who were behind 
him. There was quickly a cry raised of “ Sit 
down! sit down! turn him out!” &c. All was of 
no avail, however; he still retained his position. 
A moment of silence ensued, when a flower of 
Emerald’s green isle cried out ‘‘ Leave him alone, 
poor fellow, for by the powers it’s only a tailor 
resting himself.” He was seated in an instant. 





| Mr. Pueves has had the good sense to engage 
| the services of Mr. Guerient (who so successfully 
personated the part of Harlequin in the Sadler’s 
| Wells’ pantomine)who will accompany the eminent 
| tragedian in the capacity of acting manager to 
Berlin. 
| We are exceedingly happy to learn that, not 
| withstanding the antipathy which some Bright- 
onians have towards members of the sock and 
buskin, that Mr. Nye Chart has succeeded in 
bringing the season at the Brighton Theatre, to a 
most successful and profitable close. 

Miss SwansoroucH.—We are sorry to hear that 
this clever and attractive manageress of the now 
prosperous Strand Theatre has been suffering from 
the effects of an accident. Let us echo the wishes 
of the frequenters of that theatre, in hoping that 
her absence will not be of long duration. 

Pavition Garpens, Nortu Wootwicu.— 
Extensive alterations are now going forward in 
this suburban retreat for the million. A new 
Jake is being formed; also magnificent ballet 
stage, for which, if report speaks correctly, a very 
numerous company is forming. The management, 
this season, will be under Mr. H. Francis. 

Tue Exursition.—On the 15th of April next, 
as we stated in a former number, the exhibition 
of the works of living artists will be opened to 
the public. Exhibitions were first established 
during the reign of Louis XIV. The exhibition 
of 1859 will be the seventy-second that has taken 

lace. 

. Drury Lang.—Two hundred of the Greenwich 
pensioners attended at this theatre on Friday 
evening, to hear the opera of “ William and 
and Susan,” and to see the pantomime. Mr. 
Smith admitted them gratuitously; and Mr. 
Wheatley, the Greenwich omnibus proprietor, very 
liberally gave his omnibuses free of charge. 

Tue Sapier’s Watts Company.—Mr. Phelps 
and his little band of brothers will sail on next 
Saturday, after the close of the Sadler’s Wells 
season, for Hamburgh, en route for Dresden, 
where they open on the 28th, at the William 
Frederick Theatre. The principals who ac- 
company Mr. Phelps are Mr. F. Robinson, Mr. 
Ray, Mr. Belford, Mr. Harris, Mr. Williams, Miss 
Atkinson, &c. 

Buskrn.—Tarleton, the low comedian of more 
than three centuries back, was the introducer of 
the lower garments worn by the clowns of the 
present day, and the large slop breeches or trunk 
hose, as they were called, afterwards universally 
worn. A manuscript note of the “‘ Harlequin’s 
Library,” states that temporaryseats were erected 
in the House of Commons for the convenience of 
the hearers. An extract from Bulwer’s “ Maa 
Transformed” gives a clear idea of this excess. 
A man, the judges accused of wearing breeches 
contrary to law (for a law was made against them), 
for his excuse, drew out of his slop the contents— 
a pair of sheets, two tablecloths, ten napkins, 
four shirts, a brush, a glass, and a comb, with 
nightcaps and other things of use, saying, “‘ Your 
worship may understand that, because I have no 
safer store-house, these pockets do serve me as & 
store to lay up my goods in; and though it be a 
straight prison, yet it is big enough for them, for 
I have many things of value yet within it, and so 
his discharge was accepted. 
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THE Princkss’s THEaTRE.— After the many | 
rumours which have been freely circulated through | 
the press, concerning the future management of 
the Princess’s, we think we can now confidently 
state that Mr. Augustus Harris, whose talent and 
tact for management is known to every play-goer, 
will assume the management in September next ; 
and that amongst the artistes engaged already are 
Mrs. Carlotta Leclercq and Mrs. C. Young. We | 
wish him good speed in his somewhat hazardous 
proceeding. 

A Backwarb Revation.—The late Mr. Quintin 
Dick once entertained a large party to dinner, 
when a sailor knocked violently at the door, and 
insisted on immediate admission. The servant, 
supposing he had some message from Mr. D.’s re- 
lations in India, introduced him into the dining- 
room. Mr. Dick rose; and the sailor reaching 
out his hand said, “ Is your name Quintin Dick ?” 
“Tt is; at your service.” ‘By Jupiter, I’m‘ glad 
of it; give us your hand, old boy—my name’s 
Dick Quintin, and by the powers we'll have a drop 
of grog together.” Mr. Dick took it in good 
humour, gave the man half-a-crown, and told the 
— to take him into the kitchen and give him 
his fill. 





The Greatest Novelty of the Age. 
A COMPLETE Novel fer One Penny. Now 
Publishing, in Penny Weekly Numbers, beau- 
tifully illustrated, a re-issue of that justly celebrated 
work, entitled 


PURKESS’S LIBRARY OF ROMANCE. 


1 Black Hugh, the Out- ; 35 The Smuggler’s Secret 
36 Margaret of Burgundy 
37 The Haunted Hulk 
38 The Jew of Denmark 
39 The Ice Witch 

40 The Bride of Lambeth 
41 The Peer and the 


law 
2 The Haunted Forest 
3 Massaniello 
4 Joan of Naples 
5 Martha the Gipsy 


6 Rugantino 


PICTORIAL PENNY PLAYS. 


1 Jack Sheppard 

2 Oliver Twist 

8 Turpin’s Ride to York 

4 Dombey and Son 

5 Den Cesar de Bazan 

6 Mazeppa, or the Wild 

orse of Lartary 

7 The Bloed-red Knight 

8 The Dumb Man of 
Manchester 

9 The Miller & his Men 

10 The Vicar of Wake- 


field 
11 Obi, 4 Three- fingered 


ac 
12 Black Beard the Pirate 
13 The Maid and Magpie 


Rhoderic Dhu, complete 
in 67 Nos. or bound in 
cloth, 5s. 6d. 

Adam Bell, by Pierce 
Egan, Esq , in 24 Nos., 
bound in cloth, 3s. 

Tyburn Tree, or Mysteries 
of the Past, ia 45 Nos., 

P in = 4s. ge . 
e0! arrington, * 
Fret, Esq., ae) ; bg 
or in cloth, 3s. 

Paul Jones, "b 
Egan, in 68 
cloth, 6s. 6d. 

Paul the Poacher, in 60 
Nos., or in cloth 6s. 

Turpin’s Ride to York, in 
9 Nos., or in cloth 1s, 6d. 

The Black Mask, in 30 


Pierce 
08., or in 





Each play complete for One Penny, 
Twopence, and illustrated with a Colo 
taken during a representation. 
PURKESS’S ILLUSTRATED WORKS, 
In Penny Numbers. 





14 The Red Rover 

15 Black-eyed Susan 

16 The Corsican Brothers 
17 Minnigrey 

18 The Forty Thieves 

19 Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
20 Azael the Prodigal 

21 The Will and the Way 
22 Susan Hopley 

23 Ada, the Betrayed 

24 Bluebeard 

25 _ Bottle 


26 Dred 

27 Belphegor 

28 Little Dorrit 

29 Herne the Hunter 


or b t 
sae Dees 


Jack Rann, in 52 Nos., or 
in cloth, 5s. 

Captain Macheath, in 27 
Nos., or in cloth, 3s, 

King of the Beggars, in 
38 Nos., or in cloth, 4s. 

Ben Bolt, or the Perils of 
a Sailor, in 16 Nos. or 
in cloth, 2s. 

Unknown Warrior, in 24 
Nos., or in cloth, 3s. 

The Monk, by Lewis, in 
36 Nos., or in cloth, 4s, 

Jack ee in 27 Nos, 
or in cloth, 3s. 

The Corsican Brothers, in 
39 Nes., or in cloth, 4s, 

Jack Cade, in 08., or 
in cloth, 3s, 6d. , 


7 The Rover’s Bride 

8 Nell Gwynne 

9 The Charcoal Burner 
10 Luke the Labourer 

11 Ben the Boatswain 

12 Gilderoy 

13 Paul the Pilot 

14 Grace Grayton 

15 Alice Gra: 

16 Starlight Bess 
17 Belpheger 

18 Ambrose Gwinnett 

19 The Flying Dutchman 
20 Marco Spado 
21 Faustus 

22 Suill Dhuv 

23 William Tell 

24 Cataract of the Ganges 
25 The Vampyre 

26 Schinderhannes 

27 Eugene Aram 

28 Herne the Hunter 

29 The Grave of the Bro- 

ken Heart 

30 Susan Hopley 

31 The Hunchback 

32 The Robber’s Wife 
33 Grace Huntley 

34 John Overy 


Each Number contains 16 pages of closely printed 
letterpress, a complete Tale and splendid illustration, 


forONE PENNY. 





Poacher 
42 The Demon Hunter 
43 Therese 
44 Crazy Jane 
45 Guy Mannerin 
46 The Gambler’s 
47 Martha Willis 
48 George Barnwell 
49 Will Watch 
50 Robert Macaire 
51 Poor Susan 
52 Robin Hood 
53 Jonathan Bradford 
54 Carpenter of Rouen 
55 Ruffian Boy 
56 Phantom Bride 
57 Maurice the Wood. 

cutter 
58 Jane Shore 
59 The Lady of Lyons 
60 The Idiot Witness 
61 Fleur de Marie 
62 Fire Raiser 
63 The Ducal Gift 


ate 


64 The Black Inn of the | 


Heath 
65 Rubiezal. 


Nos., or in cloth, 3s. 6d. 
#,* All the above works, being stereotyped, are 


never out of print. 

Persons in the country can have twelve and upwards 
of the above popular Tales or Plays, postage free, on 
receipt of ane the amount. A liberal allowance 
to country booksellers. 


ndon : 
GeorGcE Purkess, Old Compton-street, Soho, W. 


HIGHBURY BARN, ISLINGTON. 
USIC AND DANCING every Evening, from 
Eight to half-past Eleven o’clock. A Band of 
Thirty Performers. Admission 1s. Before 8 o’clock 
6d. Before 6 o’clock, by Refreshment Ticket, 6d. 5. 
and on Sundays, for Promenade, from 1 o’clock tilb 
ll, by Refreshment Ticket, 6d. The Leviathan 
Platform is being re-decorated, and will be opened as 
soon as the weather will permit. 


HE CLERKENWELL NEWS, price One 
Halfpenny, the largest page paper in London. 
Circulation, 17,000 weekly. 
| Can be forwarded for twelve weeks to any part of 
| the suburbs or the country on receipt of eighteen 
| postage-stamps, directed to the Publisher. 


| ApvERTISEMENT Scare—A heading and sixteen 
words, 6d.; ene 4 additional eight. words, 2d. Two 
papers sent free by post for two stamps. 

| Office, 35, Rosoman-street, Clerkenwell. 
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THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 
218, High Holborn 
(Formerly the Casino de Venise). 

HIS Establishment, pre-eminently distinguished 
for the originality, combined with the elegance 
and. beauty of its decorations and the perfection of 
its management, is now open for the season. Selec- 
tions from “Les Huguenots,” “Lucia di Lammer- 
moor,” “ I] Trovatore,” &c., are performed nightly 
by the celebrated Orchestra under the direction of 
Mr. W. M. Packer. The new quadrille from Flotow’s 
opera of “Martha” is introduced every evening, as 
also are some of the following novelties :—Quadrilles 
and Valses from Verdi’s Opera of “ Luisa Miller,’ 
the Royal Lancers, Koenig’s last Valse, the First 
Kiss Polka, the Paulina Schottishe, Regal Caledo- 
nians, the Antelope Galop, &c. Doors open at half- 

past 8, and close at 12 punctually. Admission ls. 


MADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION, 
Bazaar, Baker Street. 


EW ADDITIONS.—The COUNT DE MON- 

TALEMBERT, from a Photograph by Maul 

and Polyblank ; the King and Queen of Greece, the 

King and Queen of Hanover; the Kings of England, 

from Richard the Third to Queen Victoria.— Admis- 

sion, ls.; extra room, 6d. Open from eleven till 
dusk, and from seven till ten. 


The Times, of April 14th, states:—“ In no other 
place in Europe are so many touching and important 
memorials of the great Emperor to be found; even 
for a national collection, our gallant allies might be 

roud to possess the relics which are here preserved. 

adame Tussaud’s exhibition is without a rival, 
either here or on the Continent. All who have 
attempted competition have proved but so many 
foils to set up the superior attractions of her admir- 
able collection of les hommes celebres.” 


To the Dramatic Profession. 


C W. OOMBES, 38, Bow-street, Covent- 
° e garden, Costumier to the Royal Ita- 
lian and English Operas, begs to inform Gentlemen in 
the Profession that he can uponthe shortest notice sup- 
ply them with every description of Dress, made of the 
very best materials and workmanship, at the lowest 
price possible, Country managers supplied on the 
shortest notice. 








The Second Eclectic Dramatic Society. 


y hy! Lady or Gentlemen wishing to make the 

Stage their profession, or for pleasure, will find 
this Society worthy of rotice. The members meet 
every Friday evening, at eight. Performance once a 
month; every member will propose a play, and take 
any character they choose in their turn, and will be 
allowed six tickets for each performance. Subscrip- 
tion Is. 6d. per week, including stage dresses, The 
hall to let for Amateur Performances, Balls, Con- 
certs, Tea Parties, &c., on reasonable terms. 18, 
Denmark-street, Crown-street, Soho. Manager and 
Scenic Artist, Mr. R. Snelling; Proprietor, James 
Flexman. Mr.Harrison, Costumier to the Theatre 
13, Bow-street. 


A Secret worth Knowing. 


\ R. G. PORTER, Photographie Artist, of 222, 

Pentonville-road, is now taking splendid Like- 
nesses in a Brooch, complete for 5s.; or in a shat-up 
case for ls.6d. Established 10 years. No connexion 
with any other establishment. Be sure and ask for 
Porter’s; and don’t be led away by any one telling 
you “this is the same concern,” and such like; for 
our address is only at 222, Pentonville-road. Hours 
of attendance from 9 till dusk. 





| 





Health for all Mankind. 

HE greatest benefactors of mankind are those who 
devote their time and study to the alleviation of 
distress; who extract from Nature her choicest gifts, 
and by scientific application of them renew the wast- 
ing energies of humanity. Such was old Dr. Jacob 
Townsend, of America, one of the Howards of medi- 
cine, who sought out suffering that he might relieve 
the sufferer; and whose preparations of Sarsaparilla 
for all diseases arising from a vitiated state of the 
vital fluid, after standing the test of more than half 
acentury, are now appreciated as the perfection of 
medical skill. American Company’s Warehouse, 248, 
Strand, London; every bottle and box bearing the 
signatures of J. J. Haliday and Co., Preprietors, to 

imitate which is felony. Beware of imitations. 


Holloway’s Ointment and Pills. 


es Neuralgia, Spasms.—These severe ner- 

vous affections are happily moderated in their 
intensity and duration by the soothing and purifying 
powers of these inestimable preparations. hether 
the Cramp be in the stomach, legs, or toes, it yields 
with equal facility to the application of the Oint- 
ment; and the recurrence of these distressing dis- 
orders is «ff ctually prevented by a course of Hollo- 
way’s Pills, which so well regulate the stomach and 
bowels that perfect and easy digestion is ensured, and 
Spasms avoided. The Ointment gives local, the 
Pills general relief. Enlargement of the glands, 
obstructed or defective circulation, are likewise soon 
corrected by these invaluable preparations, whcih 
purify and strengthen the bloed, and impart tone to 
every organ in the body. 


HARRISON’S Ladies’ Theatrical Costume 
‘Warehouse. 
31, BOW STREET, COVENT GARDEN, W.C:- 
EstTaB.isHED 1840, 

GAIN, Silk, and Velvet Trains, Ball, Fancy, and 
Private Dresses, Mantles, &c., New and Second- 

hand, for Sale or Hire, can always be obtained of 

MRS. HARRISON, Tueatrica, DressMAKER 

to the principal Ladies in the profession.— Ladies 

favouring Mrs. Harrison with an order may depend 

on aaa of costume, good fitting, and punc- 

tuality. 








Ladies’ own Materials made up. 
Velvet, Satin, and Silk Dress Pieces, Satin Boots, 
Silk Stockings, Lace, Feathers, Ornaments, &c., of 
the best quality at the lowest price. 


Rejoice ye Children of the Thespian Art. 
AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street, 
Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies 
and Gentlemen engaged in amateur performances 
for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. A large assort- 
ment ofevery necessary for the same. Wardrobes 
made to order. Persons about to follow the profession 
will do well to give Mr. May an order for their outfit; 
costume, character, elegance, economy, and punc- 
tuality all studied. 


Mind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 
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